
Protecting Your Business: 

The Comprehensive 
Guide to Multi-Factor 
Authentication (MFA)



Imagine a scenario where a criminal is aware of your 
home address and could easily snatch the keys from 
your pocket, making it effortless for them to pilfer 
your belongings. 
However, imagine a different scenario where your keys are securely stored within an immense, 

fortified safe. This safe is not just any ordinary safe; it demands a unique security code that constantly 

changes. Accessing this code requires a secure phone application, further fortified by your 

fingerprint or facial recognition to verify your identity.

Enhancing Security with 
Multi-Factor Authentication 
(MFA)
By implementing this multi-layered security approach, 

commonly known as Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA), 

you significantly raise the bar for potential criminals, 

making their task substantially more challenging. 

In today’s digital landscape, where cybercriminals 

employ increasingly sophisticated tactics to breach 

security measures, strengthening your defences 

becomes imperative. A cyber assault on your business 

could prove catastrophic. Just picture the daunting 

prospect of informing your customers that their 

sensitive information has been compromised and  

held for ransom.

Hence, it’s crucial to prioritise safeguarding the data 

you hold and controlling access to it by your team 

members. Alongside comprehensive staff training,  

MFA stands as one of the most robust security measures 

available. But how does MFA operate, and what 

does it entail for your business?

Single-Factor Authentication, reliant solely on a 

password, is insufficient. Two-Factor Authentication 

(2FA), requiring two forms of identification such as a 

password and a one-time code sent to your phone, 

offers superior security. MFA takes this a step further 

by necessitating two or more authentication factors, 

bolstering security to its maximum potential.

A cyber assault on 
your business could 
prove catastrophic. 



Implementing Effective  
MFA Solutions
These authentication factors can be categorised into 

three types: knowledge (e.g., passwords), possession 

(e.g., USB keys), and inherence (e.g., biometrics like 

facial recognition or fingerprints). Determining the most 

suitable solution for your business is crucial.

While MFA is theoretically the most secure option, 

its effectiveness hinges on the chosen authentication 

methods and their implementation. Excessive layers 

of security can introduce friction to the login process, 

potentially discouraging usage among employees.  

A well-designed MFA solution should seamlessly adapt 

to various scenarios, adjusting the authentication level 

based on the nature of each  

login attempt.

The significance of MFA cannot be overstated. Many 

small businesses fail to recover from successful 

cyberattacks, particularly those involving ransomware. 

Implementing MFA can thwart the vast majority of these 

attacks. 

A well-designed MFA solution 
should seamlessly adapt to 
various scenarios.

Weak passwords are 
a glaring vulnerability 
exploited by 
cybercriminals. MFA 
mitigates this risk by 
adding additional 
layers of authentication 
beyond passwords.



According to Microsoft, MFA prevents 99.9% of 
automated assaults on its platforms, websites,  
and online services, underscoring its effectiveness.

Here are six reasons to adopt MFA in your business today:

Protects against weak passwords

Weak passwords are a glaring vulnerability exploited 

by cybercriminals. MFA mitigates this risk by adding 

additional layers of authentication beyond passwords.

Prevents alternative methods  
of password theft

Even if criminals fail to steal passwords directly, 

methods like phishing and pharming remain potent 

threats. MFA invalidates these tactics by requiring 

additional authentication factors. 

Secures unmanaged devices

With remote work becoming increasingly common, 

the use of personal devices for work-related tasks 

introduces security concerns. MFA enhances security 

by safeguarding against unauthorised access from 

unmanaged devices.

Enhances performance  
of other security tools

MFA complements existing security measures  

by preventing unauthorised access, thereby  

reducing the risk of security breaches.

Ensures compliance

Compliance with local regulations necessitates  

robust authentication processes. MFA aligns with  

these requirements, safeguarding sensitive data  

and maintaining regulatory compliance.

Reduces stress

Implementing MFA alleviates concerns related to  

cyber threats, unauthorised access, and data breaches. 

It offers peace of mind to business owners and mitigates 

the potential consequences of cyber incidents.

While MFA isn’t a solution for all cybersecurity 

challenges, it serves as a formidable deterrent 

against modern cyber threats. Neglecting to enable 

MFA across your network leaves your business 

vulnerable to potential cyber-attacks. As providers 

of comprehensive cybersecurity solutions, we are 

dedicated to safeguarding your business from 

evolving threats.

With remote work 
becoming increasingly 

common, the use of 
personal devices for work-

related tasks introduces 
security concerns.



We hope you’ve found 
this guide useful. 
Get in touch with the experts at  
Somerbys IT if you need help with  
protecting your business.

0333 456 4431  |  info@somerbysit.co.uk

The Dock
75 Exploration Drive
Leicester, LE4 5NU

https://www.somerbysit.co.uk/

